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CHAPTER XVII

George Bostock drove home to hx.
flat in Herachel Mansiona absorbed ‘mf
impressed by the interview which ha
taken place between him and the '-.-'.11rnr
ess. Entering his sitting-room, he found
half a dozen letters awaiting him, which
he read without anderstanding and laid
aside, only to take up once more and
read again with the like result; far his
mind, being full of the woman he had
just quitted, was incapable of fresh im
pressions

Almost immediately the servant
tered to say Mr. Mackworth had call
to see her master.

“Show him in, and cay I
with him directly,” the poblisher said,
thinking the inspector called to tell him
what he already knew.

Now, Mackworth, on learning 1! th-‘-
Italian hospital of the death of Mq
ind having the news confirmed ". m
inspection of the certifieate of Marco
death at the Consnlate, wns th r-:n:.;hlv
disappointed ta find the decense
cigner was not the man who had taken
David Dumbarton's life,

But his mind, rec
mortification, reverted with
old theory that George B
other, was the
individual whose
in Dumbarton’s de
ton Quave had he mn
him the figure which wa wal h
the honse on the night of the murder,
Mart the polic had identified
him as< the man whe was in the imme
diate vicinity of the wcene of the tragedy
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ree Bostock's movements
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“I have ventured to disturh yon, «ir

hegan, “that T might tell you of a
overy—a disappointing discovery—I
ve made in the case which interest
hoth”

“You have not

wered George PBostock
I have already heard your
lown.”

“After all”
watching the pnblisher's face,
ian was not the man who
Dumbarton.”

“T know, [ know,”
irritably

“You know” exclaimed Mackworth,
\ti'h ul![h'l'ie on the last word
4 s 1 told you, I have already heard
' 1 [d ‘|| \' 8

“From Mrs. Dumbarton?”

“Yes,” Bostock replied, seating
#If with an air of weariness,

“When 1 brought her the news
morning the was in a desperate
for she sees how black her case is, and
has little hope left.” remarked the in-
spector, shaking his head with a melan-
choly air.

“But surely, surely you have some
clew ?* exclaimed Bostock, rousing him-
sell.

“I may say, sir, between us,
have mone,” replicd Mackworth,
-uu-rum- ness,

“None,” repeated Bostock, his face
ghastly, “There mnst be some clew.”

“Why " the inspector nukf agerly

Becatnse here was 8 man hla wil in
the open roadway, outside the house in
which he took refuge; stabhed by some-
body he had quarreled with, wronged
or imsulted, and—="

“And” said Mackworth, as the pub-
lisher suddenly paused.

“And there must be some clew forth-
coming.”

“Are you sure Dumbarton’s death
happened as you deseribe it, sir?"

“Certain? No. How can [ be cer-
tain?" B\.atnck said, controlling his ex-
citement. “But im what othef way can
you acconnt for the murder "

Mackworth hesitated a second before
deciding on the course he would pursue,
then, leaning forward, he said, lowering
his voice to an impressive key: "Wlnt
I say must rcm.nn quite a secret”

“A secret” replied Bostock, his face
full of anxiety. “You may trust me.”

“Well, T shouldn’t be surprised if the
lady who is accused of the crime was
m reality n:mltv

“No, no,” exclaimed the publisher, in
hot indignation. “1 kmow she is not’

“You do?™ said Mackworth . guickly,
with a searching glance at the face be-
fore him.

“I will stake iy life that she is inno-
cent.”

“Yoor life?”

“Yes” answered Bostock, & sudden
change from excitement to calmness
coming over him, “my life."

“But you have not heard my explana-
tion.”

“Nor do T want to hear it"

“It may be reasonable for all that”
persisted the inspector. “Doctors tell us
there are persons of highly wrought,
nervous temperaments, who, under the
influence of drugs or mesmerism, are
guilty of acts that they would be incap-
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